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28 Feb 84 . 
Dear cOOm:xlore: 

Sorry to hear that you are· on the sick lame and lazy 
list. -

Fonnd this in a Record Group 319 (Army Staff) file 
at the Federal Records Center (NARS) Suitland. 

Looks like Boris really had a problem with the 
209s ending up all over the world . 

There was another document · (which I didn't 
make a copy of) which referred to M;-209s 
which were scattered all SouthAmerica--
Peru, Bolivia, etc. 

Did you send Ire a cy of your 
neno to D/DIR and )):)J?? 

Declassified and approved for release by NSA on 06-30 2015 pursuantto E .0. 1352e 

-· 
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JUS MAG PHIL I -928 ;: . 

f 4 April 1951 ·n-: 
LSH/CAN/hej ~~,-:-

SUBJECT: Approval of Converters M-209 on MDAP for the Philippines 

TO: Assistant Chief of staff, ~4 
General Staff, U.S. Army 
Washington 25, D. c. 
(ATTN: · Foreign Military Aia Branch) 

1. Reference is made to: 
-· 

__ , ..... ·. . .. .· . .. . . ,. __ ----:·-··. . ........... w 
c·. Discussion in Washington between Colonel Pickett, · JUSMAG, and '-.-

COPY -

Colonel Taber, G-4 Section, GSUSA, DA~ · 

d. Request 1'or restoration of these items included in JUSMAG letter 
to DA, dated 26 March 1951, Subject: Revision of 1951 MDA Programs. 

2. At the present time, the Armed Farces of the Philippines have on hand 
369 Converters M-209 which are the cryptograph~c backbone of the communication 
system between the Armed Farces General Headquarters and the ·units in the 
field down to and including BCT and/or Battalion Heqdquarters. 

3. The use of these cpnverters and the security of the system is exactly 
the same as ·prescribed by U.S. doctrine. Present training in the use of the_ 
convertwrs is conducted in the Philippine Signal Corps School by instructors 
who were previously trained at AFi\'ESPAC Signal School. 

-::--.... 

(l\ 

4. If the question of security is the reason for the deletion of this item 
from MDAP to the Philippines, it is requested that the following points be co~: 

. . . . . . . ' 
a. The Armed _Forces of -the ,philippines .are presently using ~hi_s equip- ·lu 

merrt origi.nB.lly.received from the u.s.:,~Army, or purchased in limited ·quantities . 
from local surplus ~eal13rs :mos't.'of Wh~_n(:!ire alienx. . . -~ 

.. -~. The devic~. ~~-self is ~1t -~ighly classified, and the Philippine ~~ 
Armed Forces have the same security regulations conoorning its employment as (.') 
those of the United States. . . ~ 

_ 5. No Converters M-209 are presently available from local surplus dealers ;( 
and, consequently, newly activated units cannot be sufficiently supplied with .., 
,the item unless they are 1'urnished by MDAP. 'if 

~ \ 6. It is recommended that Converters M-209 be supplied to the.Philippines \~ 
and that the following quantities be reinstated in the MDA Program: ~' 

-~ 
a. 
b. 
c. 

Fiscal Year 195.0. • • • • • • • • •JO ea_ Converters M-209 
11 11 195.1 Supplemental • J • 1, ea 11 

" 

" " 1952. • • tah:r;:~~f: : 9 ea Jsi Maj Gen
11
laland s. Hobbs· 
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FROLi: G2 

. .. .. . . . .... 

DATE: ,JUt\! 1 2 1951 C0!:f.:.SNT r:o. 1,.. 
~!ajt)r iiopper/5Yif2/mjv 

0 ~~-:. 
~.t 

l. Tho rec01:1rt.endat.ion by JU5l-!A.G1. Phiup;.,incfl, that a total o£ 229 
Cf.\nverters 1~09 bo supplied wtd~~l~ JJJAi!, has bo~n re~dewed. .:: 

2. It is not:::d that. requests (or--Converterr. l-~09 by several friendly 
foreitn countries ltQ.vo boon dise.pprpv.:.ad by (;..2, · Qe~'art1::ent. of t.hc An:~r i'or 
t.he foll~1i.'lg reasons: . . 

il:!l:; 
' ' "';:,•.,•" I 

• ••'"''~',.'·..: •• ,,,.:--·'•'~:"' • o I "'" ooo '";, .. • .""' •.t:, :• '"':.='•';,?= •''~, o o ooO • ",t.'• o o ,:,,:{·-·~• • o o • 

.- :.: .-.~·.:·.- :.·::• .<:.: ... ,._ . ..- :~~'in~il:#9::":o~~'in··:t,~[d.rif[i[.·:thiEiiig~"'J'iei:so~iiel. · -~·~.b9•s ;~:·'·:-:: :·:·.· .. ~:&:: 
could not._ be iade avallnble in tiiiiu1ti t.itis ., ne oded for" t.~ct.icet operations. . ·. .. . \ 

.· 

d. ~et.hod or operation is crypt.o~ra.phic irucri:'a.tion nc:t relcaaable 
to foroip-n ,r:ovornrJCnto -.wit.hollt _an apprcved exception to national policy. 

• .., I 

). In review o! the JU:l.~AG :::·equest, tho folla.·dng corx:luoions !1ave 
been u.ade: 

a. In spite previous denials to ot.her friendly foreign r:cvem­
ment.s, it. is believed that the J~!{.AG re(iueat should receive special 
con~iderat.ion since the Philippine Covermr.e."l.t. is unique as compared to 
other fcrcign governments by reason cf its hist.or,r and its preoont and past. 
relAtionships wit.h the United States. 

b. 'The requireu·.ent of 229 ~-209' s will not. adversely affect t:ae 
aupr;l,y situation. · 

c. Inasnu:h as Philippine personnel have· been t.rai.'led in u.s. 
schools in the u.s. metJ1ods and doct.rine for operation_ of the U-2091 it. is 
n~t. bel.i.Gved that. the !urniabii1g ot ~09' s al.one constitutes an except.icn 
to u.s. securit7 policies. 

d. It is not. bellevecl -that the su~ply o! 1>.2091 a t.o t.be 
?nilippdL~o Government will set a precedent tor similar releases to other 
friendly· toroign gover~t.s. 

. .. 
' I 

-. . . . . .. ."; !/ ; ~ : . 0 • /:.... ......... ~ • . _,,.:.~--:~ ;,:· .,::~l·.:·,·u·· .. rr;tW7. 
· .. ~ 6 . uu.! .. ~u@ li'if a . 

~l .:',U8JJJ~~-~~~ aoaa. ·. 
-···-·····--·--·--= 

........ "" ...... . 
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~~;~C~I~~~~~ . ·..,.-..,]..; . 

CUUJ::.CT: ... b:--rova.l of Ccnvcrt.ers !.:-201 C."l i."D.\1~ for the i.'!tilippines r .. 
._ 4. In viel'l of the forescin::: co::clusioml, t.~·.cre i.:~ no obj!:.'Ctir.·n 
from a securit.!'" viowpcillt t.c t.~!~! ~>re:po-sed t.r(tnofer cf 2~9 Converters, 
M-209 l:.o the Philippine Governr;:...-:nt, p1•cvided that. no docw3ent.a1-y Wurti:n­
t.ion pert.aininf to doctrine &ld r.:eth~s ot oporaticn is includod in t.he 
release. · . · - · ~ · 

.FOR '.l".HE ASSISTANT CHIC:F PF. STAF~4~ -
..: 

... -· 

~~t~~~~~~ti~ti 
-..,- ··- ·~---.. ·.L..a ..... -~_....,..,... ..... """ ..... - -··-·"-~ ~~----···---~·.--.,- .... 

I • 

~~~;,:~ ~~~\:: 
Ltr, Ch JUS?iAG (Phil) -to ·G4, 4 Apr 51, rqsted reinstatement or M-209 1 s 

in Philippine MDAP because the Philippines have som .machines already and 
have been trained in US methods for use of the machine. 

DF G4 to G2, 1.3 Apr 51, rqsted approval in view or into in JUSYAG 1tr. 
· Cmt 2, G2 to SIG, 26 Apr 51, requested SIG comments. 

Cmt .3, SIG to G2, 2 J.fay 51, stated no objection. Further stated that 
cur~ent stock. is sufficient to .meet requireJ~Bnts OK, SMI to ASA, date unknown, 

.rqsted ASA recommendations. 
OM, ASA to 00, 29 May 51, fUrnished info substanti.al.q the same as this 

co.cunent. Stated AFSA concurrence has been obtained. 

• .:.. ...... v ••••••• 
...... -.... -·~ 

• ! 
: ... 
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FQ..q RECORD : Ltr 
\ M-209 Converters 

Philippines have 
as US doctrine. 
that many M-2U9s 
most of whom are 

. '·' . 

Philippines 
fr JUSMAG/to G-4, dated 4 April 51, referred to deletion of· 
from MDAP 50, 51 and 52 for Pnilippines. Stated Armed F~rces 
on hand 369 M-209s. ·Present training on these is exactly same 
Instructors have attended AFNESPAC Sig School. Further states 
on hand is subj country were purchased from surplus dealers 
aliens. ·Reco~~ends inclusion of M-209s in MDAP. 

DF from G-4 to G2, dtd 13 Apr51, re!'erredli to points brought out· in basic 
ltr re security aspect of M-209s.- ··Recomnends ·inclusion o!" items in MDAP. 

SUBJECT: Approval of Convert.ers M-209 on MDAP t•or the Philippines. 

G2-8UI 

TO: SIGOP DATE: 26 April 1951 C01JMENr m. 2 
· Uajor Hopper/53782/rmt · · 

FROU: G2 

Request your comments on the inclusion .~£ ·.con~erter Y-209 in MDA programs 
for the Philippines as proposed in basic ~t~ a:~ Colilr'..ent 1, above. 

0 • • ·:· • 

FOR THE ASSISTANr CHIEF OF ·sTAFF, G-2·: 

1 Incl 
n/c 

PAUL G. CRAUER, Colonel, GSC 
Chief, Securit;r Division 

~. .... ---

-·-~- -·----·-·-·----· 


